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Sundays in May
Sunday, May 2

Sunday, May 9

Rev. Julia Hamilton

Rev. Julia Hamilton

“The New Working World”

“The Mother We Share”

May Day is an international worker’s holiday. This
pandemic has changed the way we think about work
in some fundamental ways—how do we keep from
going “back to work” in the same old way?

This Sunday, let’s honor the Mother that we all have
in common: Mother Earth. Right now, a nearby parcel
of land is up for sale, and a massive grassroots and
indigenous-led effort to preserve the foothills open
space is underway. What can we learn about the words
“private,” “public,” “profit,” and “preservation” when
it comes to our Mother Earth?

Sunday, May 16

Sunday, May 23

Rev. Julia Hamilton

“Our Story: Heritage Sunday”
What’s the story of our congregation? The land under
our feet, the buildings and names and histories that
surround us when we are on campus, and the intangible story that transcends our physical location? Join
us for Heritage Sunday, when we honor the way you,
the members of this congregation, have woven USSB
in to the story of your lives.

Join Our Sunday Services Online
For instructions on how to find us on
Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube, please
turn to the last page.

A service with ARC:
The Anti-Racism Commission

Sunday, May 30
Worship Leaders Anna Fortner,
Devon Nelson & Justine Sutton

“The Stories We Read,
The Stories We Tell”
Much like scripture, literature has the power to shape
our view of the world and ourselves in it, to help us decide who and how to be. Join worship associates Anna
Fortner, Justine Sutton, and Devon Nelson for a lay-led
service celebrating the stories that have moved us.

The Membership Ministry
Team Needs You!

I
Save the date!
Sunday, June 6

Flower Communion followed by
our Annual Meeting on Zoom.
More details to come.

Summer Connection
Circles Begin in June

T

wice a month, I take the time to meet for an hour
and a half with seven friends. This past year, we’ve
met on Zoom. We have a theme, a session plan with
readings, and a format for the meeting to help us focus
on what is most deeply important to us.
When the Circle begins, I might be preoccupied
with my scrolling to-do list, but as we close, I am enriched, centered, peaceful, and connected.
Summer Connection Circles begin in early June and
run through the end of September.
Sign-ups run from May 2 through May 23. Sign up
here: https://tinyurl.com/USSBConnectionCircles
As COVID guidelines are beginning to shift, we
are allowing for a variety of circumstances. Some may
choose a Circle that meets on Zoom, while others may
choose a Circle that meets in person.
Circles are open to all members and friends of the
Unitarian Society, as well as to those who are considering joining and are interested in getting to know us
better. Our facilitators Nate Rich, Becky Blake, Diana
Platt, Mimi Bradley, Ann Taves, and Carol Schwyzer
are here to answer your questions. Please reach out to
any of us.
Carol Schwyzer
carolschwyzer@gmail.com; (805) 886-0943
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f you are looking for a way to help out at USSB while
meeting some great people and having a good time,
look no further! As we figure out what it means to be a
congregation that is both online and in-person, we are
looking for people who want
to help keep USSB the welcoming, inclusive, and vibrant
community we love. Whether
it’s greeting people on Sunday morning, helping plan
a summer picnic, or imagining what online community
means for us in the coming
year, we need some new folks
to join our team. This is an especially great group to
join if you are newer to USSB. No prior volunteer experience needed!
Sound fun? Email Laraine Gray and Sally Hamilton
at membership@ussb.org to find out how to join us at
the next meeting of the Membership Ministry Team on
Thursday, May 20.

A Call for Stories

O

ur annual auction event featuring personal stories
from your fellow UUs is coming up! This year's
program is entitled "Short Stories and Tall Tales" and it
is scheduled as a Zoom event on Sunday evening May
2 at 6:30 pm. If you have already purchased your ticket
there will be a reminder email sent to your email prior
to airtime. Tickets are still available at $20 each here:
https://tinyurl.com/CallForStoriesUSSB. All proceeds
go to USSB.
That said, we are still open to hearing your good
story. Something that happened to you or you caused
to happen or something that had a profound effect on
you. Possibly it changed your life, or it’s just interesting.
Your story can be funny, sad or both as long is it is engaging. Anywhere from four to eight minutes.
If you would like to share, just let me know along
with a few words about your subject. I will be back in
touch with you to go over details on how to create the
video and link.
Peter Hale
(805) 895-8961
contactonsite@gmail.com
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USSB Welcomes Our New Director
of Lifespan Religious Education
Dear USSB members and friends,
It is with great joy that I have accepted the position
of Director of Lifespan Religious Education at The
Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara. As a twenty-year
member of the congregation and a former Religious
Education staff member, I know what this job entails
and am called to pursue it.
Early on in my membership
at USSB I was drawn to working
in Religious Education. In 2005,
when Ann Anderson approached
me to apply for the part-time position of RE Assistant, I took advantage of the opportunity to put
my toe in the water. I worked
under three RE Directors during
my five years on staff, and was
promoted to Children’s Religious Education Coordinator after three years. During that time,
I also served as the Children’s
Choir Director for three years.

Charla Bregante

I have a Master’s Degree in Clinical Psychology, with
an emphasis in working with families. Although I did
not become a licensed therapist, I have served children,

teens, and families throughout my career in a variety
of settings, including foster care and group homes. My
work for the past six years as a Resident Programs Coordinator with the Housing Authority of the City of Santa
Barbara (HACSB) has provided me with many opportunities to develop skills that will serve me well in my role
as DLRE. In nearly all of my positions I have worked
alongside parents and caregivers, and strongly believe
that serving children means serving the whole family.
The opportunity to serve as the USSB Director of
Lifespan Religious Education feels like a calling. Unitarian Universalism has informed my values and life choices for over twenty years. I have raised my own children
in this community and strive to live my UU values in
all of my work in the world. My professional, personal,
and spiritual experiences both in and outside the church
have led me to this moment. I promise to support the
children, youth, families and adults of this congregation
in personal faith development in spirit and action. And I
will whole-heartedly partner with Julia, the USSB staff
team, and the congregation to continue the work of
building a Beloved Community both within our congregation and beyond our walls.
In faith,
Charla Bregante, M.A.

Upcoming In-Person Religious Education Events
for Kids, Teens, and Emerging Adults
Saturday, May 1 at 2:00 pm
May Day Festival!

We will have wreath and garland crafts, fairy honey
cake decorating, and dancing around a May Pole to
celebrate the middle of Spring and the beginning of
the return of in person Religious Education!

Friday, June 4 at 7:30 pm
Teen and Emerging Adult Movie Night!

We will watch “Rent” under the stars with the portable
projector. This event is for ages 13-24 . A joint event
with Live Oak UU.

Saturday June 5
Family Ingathering

Parents and kids spend time in the sanctuary while
they drop off flowers for the flower communion.

Sunday June 14
Maker Space Kickoff!

We will have snow cones and build launchers for
eco-friendly water balloons.
All events will take place outdoors in Jefferson Courtyard. For more information, email christina@ussb.org.
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Announcing the 2021 Minns Lectures

“Overlooked and Despised: Lectures on a
Humanist Rethinking of Biblical Outsiders”
This year’s speaker: Anthony B. Pinn, PhD

E

stablished in 1942 by Unitarians in Boston, the
Minns Lectures are an annual series of lectures on
religious topics and have been established as an innovative force in Unitarian Universalist thought and creative theological engagement.

Dr. Anthony Pinn is
the Agnes Cullen Arnold
Professor of Humanities
and Professor of Religious
Studies at Rice University. He has published
several books advancing
scholarship related to religion and culture and
Dr. Anthony Pinn
has lectured nationally and
internationally on topics related to his intellectual interests in Black religion, humanism, and religion and
popular culture.
Because of our shift online, this is a new opportunity to participate in this annual UU theological event!
More information at www.minnslectures.org
Dr. Pinn's spring 2021 lectures explore two related queries, motivated in part by the rabid nationalism
and marginalization of despised populations marking
so much of public life in the United States. He frames
them with respect to the way in which religious supporters of nationalism have buttressed their position
using theological language and religious principles
drawn from their reading of scripture. Mindful of this,
is there a way for liberal religionists, and humanists
more broadly, to read scripture so as to counter Christian justifications for national disregard and hostility?
In other words, are there life lessons within scripture
that support a more progressive and justice-minded
agenda for personal living in community?
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By re-reading three key narratives these lectures aim
to help Unitarian Universalists in particular, and a wider
liberal-humanist audience in general, rethink the lessons
taught by the Bible. The goal in so doing is to offer an
alternate religious-theological grammar and network of
principles that better position liberal religionists to think
and speak a more complex sense of injustice and justice.
Lecture 1 — Job’s Wife and the Price of Integrity
Friday, May 7 at 5:00 pm PDT
Job’s wife reveals an unexpected truth, and confronts us
with a hard question: What are we willing to live (and
die) for?
Respondent: Kim Hampton, Earlham School of Religion
graduate, independent consultant, and researcher on the
intersections of race, religion, and popular culture.
Webinar hosted by First Unitarian Society of Minneapolis.
Lecture 2 — Nimrod and the Unjustified ‘Because’
Friday, May 14 at 4:00 pm PDT

The biblical character of Nimrod shows us the value of
perpetual rebellion, a necessary virtue for our times.
Respondent: Rev. Marlin Lavanhar, Senior Minister, All
Souls Unitarian Church, Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Webinar hosted by First Church in Boston.
Lecture 3 — Judas and Making Justice Happen
Friday, May 21 at 5:00 pm PDT

There are characters we love to hate. Judas is one of
them. But from another angle he is also a person with a
deep and contradictory commitment to political transformation.
Respondent: Mark Hicks, PhD, Angus MacLean Professor of Religious Education, Meadville Lombard Theological School, Chicago, Illinois.
Webinar hosted by First Unitarian Universalist Church of
Houston.
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It’s Outreach Offering Nomination Time!
What is USSB’s Outreach Offering?
Every month, USSB gives 25% of the undesignated offertory plate to an organization or program whose
work is in line with UU principles and supports the
“Ends” articulated by USSB. Recipients are usually local, but some address needs in other communities with
whom we have a connection, or support denominational work at the national level.
How are Outreach Offering recipients selected?
The annual Outreach Offering calendar has some
permanent recipients (e.g., the UU Justice Ministry of
CA, and our local LGBTQ partners), and a few months
are left open, so that we can respond to emerging areas
of need. The rest of the recipients are selected by the
congregation.

How does the congregation select recipients?
Every two years, there is period in which congregants can nominate organizations or programs, followed by a period for everyone to vote on nominated
organizations. This month, congregants have the opportunity to nominate for the next two year cycle (July
2021 - June 2023). Voting will take place in June, and
the new recipients will be announced in July.
How do I nominate an organization or program
for Outreach Offering?
Complete a nomination form! You can complete
it online here: www.ussb.org/outreach-nomination. A
printable form is available below. If you would like a
hard copy mailed to you, or have any questions about
this process, please contact Maude Williamson.

May Outreach Offering: The Foothills Forever Fund

T

he San Marcos Foothills West Mesa is a
privately owned 101-acre property visible from Santa Barbara and Goleta, adjacent
to the County-owned San Marcos Foothills
Preserve. The property’s owners had planned
to develop the area with eight new homes
and associated outbuildings, but after extensive community interest and advocacy, have
agreed to sell the property for $18 million to
a conservancy to protect and preserve it forever. The
Foothills Forever Fund, a fiscal sponsorship fund at the
Santa Barbara Foundation, is collecting donations from
the community to complete the purchase.
The land, which is accessible by bus and bicycle,
would be managed in concert with the existing 200-acre
Foothills Preserve, adding to wildlife, watershed, and
conservation goals. Members of the Chumash community will be involved in planning, stewardship, and uses
of the land. This purchase would:
•
•
•
•
•

This effort is a continuation of our community’s legacy of saving important open
space lands for the community’s use in perpetuity. The Douglas Family Preserve, Carpinteria Bluffs, and Elings Park all faced daunting odds at first, but were successful through
strenuous effort and the community rallying
to save lands we treasure. Foothills Forever has
a deadline of Wednesday, June 2 to raise the
money, so time is short.
For more information about Foothills Forever, including how to volunteer to support this effort, please
visit their website at www.foothillsforever.org.

Help create 300 acres of contiguous wildlife habitat
Honor Chumash heritage
Maintain open space
Provide environmental education opportunities
Protect the trail experience of walking in nature
Part of the land that the San Marcos Foothills West Mesa
Purchase & Preservation Campaign is working to preserve.
Living with Integrity. Nurturing Wonder. Inspiring Action.

Page 5

2021-2022 Board of Trustees and Nominating
Committee Slate of Candidates

T

he Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara Nominating
Committee is pleased to announce the following
slate of candidates for the board of trustees and for the
nominating committee for 2021-2022:
The nominating committee nominates the following
candidates to the board of trustees:

•
Maude Williamson 2021-2022 one year term*
•
Kyle Stewart 2021-2024 three year term
•
Judy Farris 2021-2024 three year term
*Maude Williamson to serve the completion of Bjorn Birnir/
Tracy Freeman's term.

The nominating committee has received 10 or more
signatures in support of the following candidates for the
nominating committee:
•
Ann Taves 2021-2023 two year term*
•
Chris Shorb 2021-2024 three year term
•
Deborah Wolfe 2021-2024 three year term
*Ann Taves to serve the completion of Judy Farris's term

This slate of candidates will stand for election in the
June 2021 Congregational Annual Meeting. Their profiles are available for your review below.
Lastly, I would like to recognize the outstanding service of the outgoing members of the board and the nominating committee. Our appreciation and gratitude goes
to Tracy Freeman, Keith Strohmaier, and Kir Zecher of
the board of trustees; and Gail Stichler, Bart Woolery,
and Judy Farris of the nominating committee. Thank
you for your tireless work in a truly challenging year.
Gary Welterlen, Chair
Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara
Nominating Committee

Maude Williamson

Kyle Stewart

I earned my B.S. and M.S. in
Electrical Engineering from the
University of California, Santa
Barbara and spent three years in
industry. After two years of mentoring the programming team
at the Dos Pueblos Engineering Academy, I fell in love with
teaching STEM teens and now
teach at Santa Barbara High’s
Computer Science Academy.
I have been a member of the Unitarian Society since
2016 and have been active in our YRUU program. In
my free time, enjoy my time with my wife, Sarah, our
boys Dylan and Simon, biking, hiking, board games,
camping, diving, and rock climbing. Thank you for
your consideration.

Judy Farris

I "found" Unitarian Universalism when I was a graduate
student in Massachusetts. Since
then, I have been involved with
five congregations in the US and
Canada. In each, I have appreciated the warmth of community and a spirit of courageous
inquiry and gratitude. I have
served as Coming of Age mentor, Board Secretary, Worship
Liaison, and Small Group Ministry facilitator; at USSB I
am the Outreach Offering coordinator, a Justice & Equity call co-facilitator, and member of the Anti-racism
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Commission. These connections have nourished me,
offering opportunities for exploration, growth, and just
plain fun.
The UU Principles and USSB’s Ends dovetail with
my long-standing commitment to compassion and justice. My training in clinical social work gave me a particular lens through which to see the world. In recent
years, mentors have added focus to that lens by encouraging exploration of the ubiquitous impact of centuries
of white supremacy culture. I am deeply moved by the
promise of anti-racism and abolition as spiritual practice
and a vehicle for personal and social change. As such, I
know that work to promote a healthy and vibrant congregation can be complicated and challenging, and I
commit to bring humility, curiosity, lightness (and even
joy) to this work.

The basics: I was born in
Los Angeles, graduated from
UCLA in English/Speech,
taught at Agoura High School
for two years, wore many hats
in an advertising agency for
15, married one of the partners,
and have two daughters, one of
whom lives here in Santa Barbara with her husband and my
two-and-a-half-year-old granddaughter—if you’d like
to know anything at all about her, just ask…
Nine days after my husband and I moved here in
2016, I came to a Sunday service and was greeted by

Living with Integrity. Nurturing Wonder. Inspiring Action.

Megan Moyer at the welcome table, and by Ken Ryals
in the sanctuary. I was stunned by the organ music and
charmed by a Story for All Ages by Rev. Caitlin. I felt so
blessed to come into this congregation and I’ve felt the
same ever since.
I had been a member of the UU Church of the Desert for 15 years, serving on the board of trustees there
for 10 of them and chairing a committee to seek certification as a UUA Green Sanctuary. That process greatly
expanded my interest beyond environmental issues to
environmental justice and led to my serving on the Climate Justice Action Team at the UU Justice Ministry
for three years.
These last five years, I have gotten to know people—
and myself—better in Connection Circles, Courage to
Search, and Circle of Trust. I've had fun at game nights
and auction events, I've worked with SPAN, the annual
auction, and dessert production for Freedom Warming
Center activations, and explored archives in the basement. The latter is ongoing and giving me a glimpse of
the many people and causes that have been nurtured at
USSB over the years. I am honored by the opportunity
to bring whatever experience and talents I can to the
challenges and joys we will meet going forward.

Ann Taves

I would be happy to serve on
the Nominating Committee as
we transition out of COVID
time and into whatever awaits
us. I moved to Santa Barbara to
join the Religious Studies department at UCSB in 2005, after
teaching the history of Christianity at the School of Theology
at Claremont for two decades. I
officially retired from teaching
(but not research) last July. I joined the church in 2012
having moved in and out of various traditions including
UU in the past. Connection Circles and choir have been
my “home base” within the congregation. In addition to
singing and facilitating Connection Circles, I’ve served
on the Adult RE Committee and organized and assisted
with various Adult Ed offerings, including a series on
World Religions and Courage to Search. Serving in this
capacity would be a privilege.

Chris Shorb

Chris has been a member of the Unitarian Society of
Santa Barbara since 2006 when he and his wife joined
after moving back to Santa Barbara from the Los Angeles area. As a member at Pacific Unitarian Church in
Rancho Palos Verdes since 1999, he served as both a
member at large and as chair on their Nominating and
Recruitment committee. At USSB he has served as a
Coming of Age facilitator, a Coming of Age mentor, a

pre-teen youth group facilitator,
a member of COSM, organizer
of several church retreats to deBenneville Pines, volunteer coordinator for District Assembly,
a member of a ministerial search
committee, a board member,
and currently serves on the Anti-Racism Commission (ARC).
If elected to the Nominating
committee, Chris will remain on the ARC.
Chris uses he/him pronouns and identifies as a cismale, hetero, temporarily able-bodied person of color.
During the week, Chris works as a product owner for
a local software company, and has been in software for
the past eleven years. Prior to that he sold solar electric
systems, and prior to that he owned a comic book and
game store in LA. He's originally from a suburb of Boston, via Monterey, California. He's incredibly grateful
to share a life with an amazing spouse, Tammy, and
two incredible children, Alex and Benji, who are both
in college. Other members of Chris' house include four
chickens, a hive of bees, and a sweet elderly pooch who
has never really been a very good listener.
Chris's key skills that he will bring to the Nominating Committee include a willingness to reach out to
people, an analytical mind, a focus on equity along multiple dimensions, and actually liking people. Chris also
learned, just now, that he enjoys writing about himself
in the third person.

Deborah Wolfe

I am honored to be nominated for a position on the USSB
Nominating Committee. My
husband, Chuck, and I have
been members of the Unitarian
Society of Santa Barbara since
1995. My multiple terms served
on the Committee on Shared
Ministry (COSM) have given
me a broad understanding of
the functioning of the congregation, the board, and the
various lay committees that serve our community. As
a COSM member, I have had the benefit of working
with Rev. Julia as well as several past ministers, assistant
ministers, DREs and other staff as well as many fellow
congregants. Throughout the years, I have participated in Connection Circles, Warming Center teams, the
Showers of Blessing laundry team, and the 2019 Concert for Immigrant Justice team. Chuck and I served together as Sunday ushers for many years. I am grateful
for opportunity to join other members in service in a
new way!

Living with Integrity. Nurturing Wonder. Inspiring Action.
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The Unitarian Society
of Santa Barbara
1535 Santa Barbara Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Office: (805) 965-4583
email: ussb@ussb.org
www.ussb.org
Rev. Julia Hamilton, Lead Minister, julia@ussb.org
Erin Wilson, Director of Administration, erin@ussb.org
Greg Otero, Facilities Use Coordinator, greg@ussb.org
Stephanie Grey, Media Arts Coordinator, media@ussb.org
Christina Boardman, Children's Religious Education, christina@ussb.org
Janey Madlani, Children's Religious Education, janey@ussb.org
Eden Kennedy, Office Manager, eden@ussb.org
Rob Brown, Building Manager, rob@ussb.org
Jon Diaz, Sexton, jon@ussb.org
Heather Levin, Accompanist
Rev. Kenneth Collier, Minister Emeritus
Sunday Worship Services livestream on Zoom and Facebook at 10:00 am
The office is available by phone and email Sunday mornings and Monday to Thursday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Deadline for the May issue: Monday, April 19
Email: Kaleidoscope@ussb.org

Sunday services livestream at 10:00 am
Join us on Zoom or Facebook, or use your phone
to dial in and hear the service live.
To listen to the service on your phone, call 1-669-900-6833 and then enter the Sunday
services meeting ID: 960 0363 8223#
You may call in starting five minutes before the service begins.
Zoom and Facebook links are sent out in the Friday email, in a special Sunday morning
email, and are always available on our website, at www.ussb.org/worship/zoom.
Contact our office at ussb@ussb.org if you'd like to be added to our email list.
Can’t be with us when we're live Sunday morning? We archive every service video on our
YouTube channel and on our website at www.ussb.org/worship/archive.

Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara

Outreach Offering Nomination Form
Each month, a selected organization or program receives 25% of our undesignated weekly offering plate.
As a member or friend of USSB, you are invited to nominate candidates for the congregation to consider
for Outreach Offering.
Eligibility Criteria
To be considered as a USSB Outreach Offering recipient, a program or project must:
- Have a mission or goals consistent with UU Principles and in support of the congregation’s current
Ends Statements (see below);
- Ideally be a local organization or project, so our contribution will make an impact in our community;
- Have a USSB member or friend willing to serve as liaison to the project or organization.
Outreach Offering funds are not for personal gain or profit.

+ + +

Nomination deadline is May 31, 2021

+ + +

Nominated Recipient Information
Nominee Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Type of recipient: Organization

Program

Other

(explain) ___________________________

Contact person within organization: ____________________________________________________
Address:

___________________________________

Telephone: _________________________

___________________________________
How does this nominee’s mission and service meet the identified Ends of USSB? Which End(s) in
particular? (See second page for current Ends; feel free to write on the back if you need more space.)
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the impact to your nominee, financial or otherwise, of receiving Outreach Offering funds:
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Nominator Information
Name: ______________________________________________ Telephone: ____________________
Email: ______________________________________________
Are you able to serve as a liaison to the nominated organization? YES
NO
WILL DELEGATE
(You would contact the nominee and arrange for a representative to speak briefly in Sunday service).

Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara

Ends Statements

Living with integrity, we:
1. Support each other in life and life’s transitions with loving care, joy, celebration and gratitude.
2. Care for the earth and its rich web of life for current and future generations.
Nurturing wonder, we:
3. Experience the transcendent that opens us to deep connection and life’s mystery.
4. Cultivate spiritual practices and engage in lifelong learning, utilizing our hearts and minds.
Inspiring action, we:
5. Shift the larger culture toward justice and compassion through bold individual and
congregational endeavors.
6. Welcome and connect with people across differences of identity and lived experience.

Adopted August 2013 -- Revised January 2020

Please mail all completed nomination forms to:
USSB
1535 Santa Barbara St.
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

