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Join us for Worship Services on Sundays

Services at 10:00 AM In-Person and Online

September Worship Services

USSB is a place for transformation, and our music program is
no different. On September 1st, we come together to celebrate
music from folk traditions, justice movements, and classical
eras, and consider how these various songs transform our
experience in life and in worship for Music of Old and New.

September 8th Rev. Jeannette Love from the Catholic Church
of the Beatitudes of Santa Barbara will be our guest speaker.

Mark your calendars for the return of Rev. Julia Hamilton on
September 15 and our Ingathering service!

September 22nd is our Fall Equinox service. Stay tuned for
details about our September 29th service!

USSB offices will be closed on September 2nd in observance of Labor Day.




September Offertory

L LEAGUE of WOMEN VOTERS *
OF SANTA BARBARA

The local League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara is our outreach
offering recipient for September, under the "Voting Rights" umbrella, at a
time when voting rights are under assault in many jurisdictions.

The League is a nonpartisan, grassroots organization working to protect
and expand voting rights and ensure everyone is represented in our
democracy. The League empowers voters and defends democracy through
advocacy, education, and litigation, at the local, state, and national levels.
The Santa Barbara League was founded in 1938, just 18 years after women
received the right to vote. Over the years and in the present day, the local
League has counted among its members and leadership, many community
advocates and leaders, including many members of our own congregation.

Acknowledging that the suffrage movement did not include all -- women and
men of color were excluded -- League volunteers work furthering diversity,
equity, and inclusion in issues of local importance, such as housing, the
environment, and criminal justice reform. LWVSB often collaborates with
other community organizations on issues of mutual concern.

At all levels, the League is committed to “Empowering Voters and Defending
Democracy.” In election years, LWVSB’s voter service teams are involved in
registering new voters and efforts to get out the vote. They help inform
voters about candidates and ballot measures by organizing forums,
distributing Easy Voter Guides prepared by the State League, and collecting
election information for our monthly newsletter, the Channel Voter.

The Santa Barbara League is a 501(c)(3), all-volunteer organization with
membership open to everyone 16 and older. A statement from the National
League explains our mission: “We envision a democracy where every person
has the right, the knowledge, and the confidence to participate. We believe
in the power of women to create a more perfect democracy.” More
information is available at the website: https://lwvsantabarbara.org/ or see
USSB members and League Membership Team members, Joanie Jones and
Gail Fairburn.

Please give as generously as you can. To direct your full donation to the
League, please make out your check LWVSB and USSB will forward the
check.




USSB AUCTION
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USSB Annual Auction Surfin’ Safari-

Could this be the Biggest Party Yet?
Bring a Friend, Get Involved, and Donate Your Items!

One of the most beloved congregational events of the year — and one of the
best ways to get involved - is coming up October 19th - our Annual Auction!
Our auction dollars support our congregation’s mission and vision while
inspiring meaningful connections and filling up our social calendars. Get
excited and get involved!

Our Auction Wishlist:
Thank you for your responses and feedback. We’ve listened! And this year
we have compiled a few wishes for our 2024 Auction:

e We want the wider community to join us - what a fun way for folks to
get to know USSB and all we love about this beloved congregation. Invite
your friends, your neighbors, your colleagues. Everyone is welcome to
join in the fun!

We want everyone to be involved - This is the perfect opportunity for
new and seasoned USSB-ers alike to help support the congregation’s
operations while having BIG FUN. And there are plenty of ways you can
help. Please complete this auction feedback and interest form to get
involved, or email us to find out more.

We want to go BIG with music and dance- we will have a live, 10-piece
band (the Soul Cats) to dance to in Parish Hall as well as surf music from
the Groovin’ Hoodlums to hum along to while you bid! We’ve heard many
want to bring dancing back to USSB, so wear your dancing shoes and get
ready to rock out!

We want families to come! Don’t forget to bring the kids or grandkids so
they can dance along and bounce in our Surfin’-themed bounce house. We
want this event to be fun for all ages!

Donations Welcome Starting September 15:

Of course, we can’t have an auction and fundraise without all the wonderful
events, parties, games, and outings that fill our social calendars and provide
meaningful and joyous connection. We will begin taking donations on
September 15th, but it is never too early to start thinking about what you
might donate! And if this is your first auction with us, be sure to connect
with a member of our USSB acquisitions team to help get some ideas about
what you might donate.

Your September Auction Prep Checklist:
Fill out the Auction Feedback & Interest Form to help make this the best
Auction yet!
Start thinking about what item(s) you might donate — we begin taking
donations September 15th!
Pull that lei and wetsuit out of the garage — you’ll want to come in
costume!
Get ready to have some fun!



https://www.cognitoforms.com/USSB1/USSBAuctionFeedbackVolunteerInterestForm
http://www.soulcatsband.com/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/USSB1/USSBAuctionFeedbackVolunteerInterestForm

Young Adults Group at USSB

The Young Adults Group meets the second and fourth Thursdays of the
month from 6:00-7:00 PM in Blake Lounge. The group is facilitated by
USSB members Jason Bedford and Kalli Talafus.

The YA Group is an opportunity to come together for spiritual discussion,
reflection, and community. USSB members, friends, visitors, and UU-
curious between the ages of 21-39. All are welcome to join!

Upcoming gatherings: September 12th and 26th and October 10th and
24th

Thank you to all YAs who joined and provide feedback at the kickoff that
took place on July 28th!

Reintroducing UUWF:
The Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation
By Joanie Jones

Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation or
llJ UUWF has been a vital national UU women’s group

uuw(jmeﬂ since 1963 after the 1961 merger of the Unitarians

and Universalists. I’d like to share my current

experience with UUWF.
UUWF is open to all women and gender-expansive people. On Zoom for
the last year and a half I have enjoyed meeting UU people from coast to
coast who have a variety of life experiences and also share common
values. Now the group is rolling out individual memberships but
membership is not required to attend.

UUWF coordinators, Antoinette Scully and Candace Hasan host a Zoom
meeting space with weekly zoom gatherings, a robust new website that
shares the UUWF gender-expansive philosophy, two years of resources,
archives, and YouTube recordings and UUWEF’s own social network. Some
of the topics shared recently were Practicing Art in Ministry by two UU
Ministers with engaging histories and talents in drumming and singing,
a book group discussion of a short article “We Should All Be Feminists
by Nigerian author, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, alternating with longer
book discussions on first Sunday of each month. In April there were
three sessions on Organizing for Change. All meetings are held at 4:30
PM PT and you register and a reminder link is sent the day of the
meeting. This month, we are reading an interview with author Kate
Manne about her book "Entitled."

If you are interested, check out the UUWF website and calendar and visit
one of the panels or discussions. Start here on the home page:
https://uuwf.org/



https://uuwf.org/

USSB at Pride!
by Angie Swanson-Kyriaco
Outreach & Membership Coordinator

Pacific Pride Foundation (PPF) held their
annual Pride Festival on August 24th at

3 Chase Palm Park Field. The weather was
practically perfect with blue skies and a
steady ocean breeze.

PPF’s new Executive Director, Julio

# Roman, welcomed everyone at the start
of the day. USSB was a part of the 70+
community vendors who were at the
festival providing information and

services to attendees.

The day was filled with music, dancing,
a pet parade, joy, and love. There was
something for every generation at the
festival.

HUGE thanks to all who volunteered
at the USSB table: Diane Dunford, Gail
Fairburn, Chuck Flacks, Devon
Nelson, Lyn Munro, and Keir Zecher!



https://pacificpridefoundation.org/
https://pacificpridefoundation.org/

Bring a Mug, Get a Hug

Have you noticed that a lot of things that are good for
the environment are not only easy, but also save us
money? So, let’s ditch the disposable cups during
< - coffee hour (and other events) and bring our own

,ﬂ/p .{ﬁ?’ instead. Bringing our own mugs is an easy way to
ApVOL reduce the stress on our landfill. Those of us who
e went on the Tajiguas Landfill tours know that the

average Santa Barbaran produces more than 15 pounds of trash per day,
over 10 pounds more than the national average, and our landfill is
filling quickly.

But wait, you say—aren’t the cups we use compostable? Yes, but when
they end up in the landfill (and they do) they do not compost; rather, they
produce methane, and we know what a problem that is. The issue is, the
cups require oxygen to decompose, and this is not available in the landfill
layers.

Moreover, making and transporting the cups requires raw materials,
water, and fossil fuels, not to mention the plastic they are packaged in.
And did you know that USSB spends about $1,000 a year from our
operating fund on disposable cups? Think of the good things we could do
with that money.

So, bring your own mug—it’s free and easy—and you can leave it on the
stage in Parish Hall before the service. If you don’t want to bring one
from your current collection, you can be the proud owner of a newly
minted USSB tumbler for only $10. (Just put your name on it because there
are bound to be lots showing up.) Plus, people who bring their own mugs
will not be asked to make a coffee donation. And if that isn’t enough,
bring your mug to the Earth Advocates table on Sundays during September
to get a free hug! What a deal!




Sights and Sounds of Sundays

Ever wondered what is involved to bring a Sunday worship service
together? What does it exactly involve to ensure worship attendees
attending online can hear and see the worship service? Who is making
that happen?

If you are on campus on Sundays, you may catch a glimpse of Sexton
Jon Diaz and Mulitmedia Specialist Alfonso Trejos in action as they
prepare and monitor the sights and sounds for each worship service.

Before the service begins, Alfonso is setting up cameras in the
Sanctuary. This involves syncing all of our cameras (five in total!) and
computer system while also starting Zoom.

During the worship service is where things really
get hopping! Alfonso is switching cameras
depending on who is speaking and where they are
located. He is also managing slides that are being
used during the service as well as the text and lyrics
that appear on the screen for our Zoom
congregation. He’s also keeping an eye out for any
anonmalies in Zoom and the Facebook Livestream.

Check one, check two...every Sunday you can find Jon setting up the
microphones before the worship service. He does this for anyone who is
involved in the service and needs their voice amplified. Part of that
involves performing sound checks on every speaker as well as individual
singers and the choir. This also involves making sure the microphones
and sound are in sync with the work Alfonso is doing.

Jon is also monitoring the Zoom. Outreach & Membership
Coordinator Angie Swanson-Kyriaco will join the Zoom
during soundcheck to confirm with Jon that everyone
speaking or singing can be heard over Zoom. Before you
know it, it is time to start the worship service. Throughou
the worship service, Jon and Alfonso collaborate withe
one another to make sure the video, sound, and other
components run smoothly during the service. The first 40
minutes of the worship service involve many transitions
and moving parts. During this, Jon is also keeping an eye
out for any safety or security issues.

While this is not an exhaustive list of all that Alfonso and Jon do on
Sundays mornings, we thought it would be intersting to highlight a bit of
what happnes before and during a worship service!




UNITARIAN SOCIETY OF SANTA BARBARA

Contemporary Issues Forum Returns!

Thank you, thank you, thank you!

You made our 2023-2024 season of the Contemporary Issues Forum a great
success. We had ten excellent speakers who covered a range of
fascinating topics, such as aging and longevity, critical race theory, food
insecurity, law enforcement, and advances in Alzheimer’s research. You
gave us great feedback that is helping to shape the 2024-2025 season.
What’s new?

- Our program will include eight forums that will run from October to
May (down from ten forums last season).

- We will experiment with a mix of different formats that fit with the
topics.

- All the CIF content, including program notes, suggested readings,
photos, summaries, and presentations (if available), will be added to the
USSB website or in Realm.

- We plan to partner with local organizations to cosponsor and/or
promote certain forums where the topic is aligned with their mission.
What stays the same?

- Forums will continue to explore complex societal, technological,
economic, and political issues that shape our world.

- We will seek out recognized experts and progressive thinkers to help us
better understand important issues to inform our decisions and actions.
- We won’t shy away from controversial topics or merely reinforce
conventional thinking.

- Forums will be held the second Wednesday of each month in Parish
Hall at 7:00 - 9:00 PM. (In rare cases we may shift the day or time to
accommodate a special speaker.)

Our first forum will kick off on October 9th and will feature Dr. Julien
Labarre, a brilliant young Assistant Professor of Political Science at
California State University, Dominguez Hills. He came to the United
States from France as a Fulbright scholar in 2016 and recently completed
his PhD in the Department of Political Science at UCSB.

Dr. Labarre research focuses on US politics, political communication
and social media, disinformation and conspiracism, polarization,
populism and extremism, and pathologies of democracy. His talk will
address the sources of decay in our democracy and what we can do about
it. More information on this exciting forum will be forthcoming soon.
Stay tuned!




Religious Exploration Corner

LIVING OUR USSB MISSION IN RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION
by Charla Bergante, Director of Religious Exploration

Wilderness
Youth Project

Wilderness Youth Project Nature Playdate on September 8th

We are so excited to announce a Nature Playdate, hosted by Santa Barbara’s
own Wilderness Youth Project on Sunday, September 8th during our regular
CRE time. We’ll get started right at 10:00 am, with kids gathering in
Jefferson Courtyard (no Time for All Ages that morning). WYP staff, Kyle
Byrd-Fisher and Rachel Iler-Keniston will lead our kids in a variety of fun,
nature related activities.

Our families are our most influential ambassadors for our RE programs. We
hope you’ll consider inviting friends to this fun, informational event in RE.
While the kids play, we will have information about our congregation and
our RE programs available for families who might want to thinking about
making their spiritual home at the Unitarian Society.

8th-9th Grade OWL Begins September 8th

Our Whole Lives (OWL) provides accurate,
developmentally appropriate information about a range
of topics, including relationships, gender identity and
expression, sexual orientation, sexual health, and
cultural influences on sexuality. USSB is offering a
twelve-week OWL program beginning in September. We
are offering OWL to 8th-9th graders on Sundays from
September 8 - November 17. Registration officially
closes September 1. Please contact Charla to inquire
about available space for a late registration.

Cardboard Arcade on September 15th!

Throughout the month of August, our CRE kids have been creating a variety of
clever and creative arcade games out of old cardboard boxes. We would like to
give USSB congregants a chance to play these imaginative games, so look for our
CRE Cardboard Arcade in the garden following our Ingathering Service on
September 15th. Support our RE kids, have fun, and win prizes too!




Religious Exploration Corner cont.

YoUUth Group Welcomes USSB and UU SLO Fall
Two New Volunteers! RE Family Campout
I’d like to welcome Athena Brown and We are excited to invite RE families
Alex Shorb (both former members of from the San Luis Obispo UU
USSB youth groups past) to our congregation to join us to our RE
facilitator team. Athena and Alex will be Family Campout September 20-22 at
working with Christina Boardman, YG Lopez Lake in Arroyo Grande. This is
Coordinator, and our youth to co-create a great opportunities for families to
a fun and rich experience for all get to know other UUs in the area.
involved. YoUUth Group kicks off with a We’ll play in the lake (swimming,
leadership and planning meeting (open kayak and boat rentals available),

to any youth who want to help plan fall gather for a potluck on Saturday
events) on Sunday, September 8th at 4:00 evening, roast S’mores over a
PM in Blake Lounge. Please complete the flaming chalice, and just relax and

YoUUth Group 2024-25 Registration by get to know each other. Please RSVP
September 15th. Contact here! by September 8th or contact
christina@ussb.org for more charla@ussb.org with any questions.
information.

Fall Children’s RE Classes begin September 29th

Our children’s RE classes will return to the wonderful UUA Soul Matters
curriculum this year. Through stories and activities this fall, children will
explore the themes of Invitation, Deep Listening, Repair, and Presence. We will
also begin introducing the new UUA share values in our classes. Fall is always a
fun time in CRE with multigenerational services, holiday activities, and of course
our monthly Pizza Church gatherings. Please complete this CRE 2024-25
Registration form by September 15 to enroll your children.

Coming up in Adult RE

We’re looking forward to a robust year in Adult RE. Fall Connections Circles
are about to get under way, Contemporary Issues Forum kicks off in October (see
article in this issue), and the Environmental Film Series starts up again later this
month. Co-sponsored by the Community Environmental Council and USSB, films
have moved to the Community Environmental Council, 1219 State Street. Watch
your Friday email for details about the September offering.

Our new Young Adult Group is off and running. Check out the article in this
issue of the Kaleidoscope! September meetings are on the 12th and the 26th at
6:00 in Blake Lounge. And keep a look out for other new additions to the ARE
calendar in the coming months. If YOU have an interest in facilitating a class or
group this fall, please contact charla@ussb.org. We’d love to hear your idea.



https://forms.gle/uK4kiLDbbtsCWccdA
mailto:christina@ussb.org
https://forms.gle/2DLAXsBQ3jdxsTJf7
https://forms.gle/2DLAXsBQ3jdxsTJf7

Community Events

Sunday, September 15th at 4:00 PM, is the
Santa Barbara premiere of The Doctrine of E s emmmy W
Recovery at The Marjorie Luke Theater in  TLUITT LANGLEY HAYES

Santa Barbara. USSB’s Indigenous
Reparations Team is one of the event’s
sponsors.

This impactful film traces the roots of the
colonial conquest of North America to the so-
called “Doctrine of Discovery,” which
justified the dispossession of Native _
populations. Through the voices of three A SRS ——" T :
generations of Tribal women, the film THE DOCTRINE orf RECOVERY
unapologetically exposes the influence of LD emenn S SHEAE s oy e
founding patriarchs and white supremacy in '
places most never thought to look. In doing
so, it advocates for a “Doctrine of Recovery”
to restore social and environmental justice,
reestablish harmony with the Earth, revive
the sacred feminine, and ensure the survival
of our species.

A discussion with the film’s elder
spokeswoman, Casey Camp-Horinek, Ponca
elder, author, and film actor, will follow the
screening. To purchase tickets: Click Here
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BOOK SALE"

w2 ANNUAL BOOK SALE Planned Parenthood California
R - % Central Coast’s Annual Book Sale

SEPTEMBER 12 - 22, 2024 begins September 12th. Click here
Earl Warren Exhibit Hall, Santa Barbara fO r more lnfo rm atio n.

Opening Night

Thursday, September 12 from 4 - 8 pm
$30 admission (opening night only)
*FREE admission all other days



https://booksale.ppcentralcoast.org/
https://luketheatre.org/

Channel and Neighbors Retreat

at

Camp deBenneville Pines

Friday, September 27 — Sunday, September 29, 2024

hitps//bit ly/ChahceRetreatRegstration

Several UU congregations in the greater Ventura County area are retreating
together at the UU Pacific Southwest Service Area’s beautiful camp in the San
Bernardino Mountains. (www.uucamp.org). This 1s your opportunity to relax,
hike, meditate, play games, enjoy nature and participate in other activities that

may be organized by fellow campers, all in the company of members of
neighboring congregations.

In addition to campers, we are looking for volunteers to conduct workshops,
children activities and other programs that would interest our fellow campers.

Registration includes meals: Friday Dinner - Sunday GrabNGo Lunch. For an
extra fee campers are welcome to come up on Thursday, September 26,
however no meals will be served until Friday evening.

Fees start at $200 per adult, $125 for youth, $75 for children 3+ yrs.
Scholarships available!

For more information: https://bit. ly/ChaliceRetreatEvent

For registration: https:/bit lyv/ChaliceRetreatRegistration

contact one of the following people:

Dawid Barker (dean), davidabarkeri@email com, B05-415-4919
Annie Barker (registrar), agnmezbarkerf gmail com, 805-415-4918




Get Involved at USSB!

There are many ways for members, visitors, and friends to get involved at
USSB outside of the worship services. There are activities and groups that
take place online and in person. Maybe you’re looking to join some short-
term or perhaps wtih a longer commitment? To learn more about the variety
of groups, visit https://ussb.org/community/get-involved/

Each month we would like to highlight a group and/or individual about their
experience. If you would like to share your experience participating and/or
leading a group, event or activity, please contact Outreach & Membership
Coordinator Angie Swanson-Kyriaco angie@ussb.org.

Personal Blessings

About Personal Blessings
There are so many occasions when there is a desire to say “thank you” or
“bless you” for some kindness, or a wish to acknowledge a birth or the
passing of a loved one.

Birthday party invitations often say “no gifts please” And yet a desire may
linger to acknowledge the event, or do something.

Personal Blessings are a unique way to honor an individual or a special
event, a way to celebrate the season, or a “just because...” at the same time
providing important financial support to our cherished community at USSB.

Donation envelopes are available in the USSB reception office, in the
Narthex on Sundays, or use our online form at
Www.ussb.org/personalblessing.

On receipt of your gift,

e USSB will contact you and confirm that the gift has been received and
clarify with you anything that may be needed for acknowledging your
gift. For online submissions, you will receive a confirmation email.

e Your honoree will receive a card from a Personal Blessing volunteer
announcing your gift.

e All gifts are fully tax-deductible.

Personal Blessings will be featured in Kaleidoscope.



https://ussb.org/community/get-involved/
mailto:angie@ussb.org
http://www.ussb.org/personalblessing

The Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara
1535 Santa Barbara Street

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 Tumblers will be on sale
Office: (805) 965-4583 during Coffee Hour on
email: ussb@ussb.org September 1st for $10 each.

www.ussb.org.

Rev. Julia Hamilton, Lead Minister julia@ussb.org

Erin Wilson, Director of Administration erin@ussb.org

Charla Bregante, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration charla@ussb.org
Angie Swanson-Kyriaco, Outreach & Membership Coordinator angie@ussb.org
Christina Boardman, Religious Education Coordinator christina@ussb.org
Janey Madlani, Children’s Religious Education Coordinator janey@ussb.org
Matthew Griset, Music Director matthew@ussb.org

Roberta Weighill, Office Manager roberta@ussb.org

Joanie Bear, Facilities & Events Coordinator joanie@ussb.org

Rob Brown, Building Manager rob@ussb.org

Jon Diaz, Sexton jon@ussb.org

Alfonso Trejos, Media Specialist alfonso@ussb.org

Heather Levin, Accompanist

Gwendolyn Kilfoyle, Justie Choir Lead justicechoir@ussb.org

Rev. Kenneth Collier, Minister Emeritus

Business hours for the USSB Office are Monday - Thursday from
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Email ussb@ussb.org, or call (805) 965-4583.

Deadline for the OCTOBER 2024 Kaleidoscope issue: September 16, 2024 ’
by 5:00 PM Email: kaleidoscope@ussb.org or angie@ussb.org

Join us Sundays at 10:00 am on Zoom or Facebook Live,
or use your phone to dial in and hear the service live.

Call 1-669-900-6833, and then enter meeting ID 960 0363 8223# and you will be able to
listen to the service on your phone. You may call in starting at 9:55 AM.

Zoom and Facebook links are sent out in the Friday email, in a special Sunday morning
email, and are always available on our website, www.ussb.org.

Contact our office at ussb@ussb.org if you'd like to be added to our email list.

Can’t be with us when we're live Sunday morning? View past services at
www.ussb.org/worship/archive.



https://ussb.org/
mailto:ussb@ussb.org
https://ussb.org/worship/archive/

